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Editor’s Thoughts… 

 By Pam Dixon 

If you have been to any district meetings lately, you 

know our District Chair Kevin Chalk has been 

promoting the “Journey to Excellence Program”. 

According to National, “Scouting’s Journey to 

Excellence is the BSA’s new council performance 

recognition program designed to encourage and 

reward success and measure the performance of our 

units, districts, and councils. It is replacing the 

Centennial Quality Awards Program as a means of 

encouraging excellence in providing a quality 

program at all levels of the BSA.” On pages 16-25 of 

this issue are the requirements for our units. Please 

take the time and see where your unit stands at this 

point. Let’s all step up and help Kevin reach our 

district goal of a 100% of units earning an award this 

year. Your unit deserves it and so does Kevin! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

    

 

A Note from the District Chair 
By Dr. Kevin Chalk 

 

Fall is in the air and I hope your summer was great! 

Now is the time to prepare for round ups and recruiting 

next year’s new scouts.  Use those slide shows of your 

fun outings and campouts that your units just finished. 

Hopefully there are many youth that will benefit from  

this great program. 

 

I hope all the committee chairmen will continually 

review the Journey to Excellence program and evaluate 

where your unit is on that path.  I know I always talk 

about it, but I know from experience that if we make 

those minimum achievement levels our units will reach 

higher levels of greatness.   

 

We are grateful to have Leo Cabal accept the position 

as District Commissioner and know he will do a great 

job to further our District.  Let’s all get behind him and 

help him in this new position.  

 

Yours in Scouting, 

 

Dr. Kevin Chalk, District Chairman 

760-470-1076 

k2thdoc@aol.com  

 
 

 

 
 

 

Continued on page 3 

 

 



Santa Margarita District 2 

       
 

 
Words of Wisdom from 

Lord Baden-Powell 
 

“The Scoutmaster must be alert to check 

badge hunting as compared to badge 

earning.” 

 

“A boy is not a sitting-down animal.” 

 

“Show me a poorly uniformed troop and 

I’ll show you a poorly uniformed leader.” 

 

“A boy on joining wants to begin Scouting 

right away.” 

 

“The Scout Oath and Law are our binding 

Disciplinary force.” 
                  From scouting.org 

Happenings at the 
September District Meeting 

Scoutmaster’s Minute 
 

Trim Your Sail 
 
One merit badge that I really enjoyed earning as a 
Scout was Small-Boat Sailing. And the thing that 
most impressed me was learning how to tack. In a 
sailboat, you can’t get upwind by steering straight 
into the wind. You have to move into it at an angle, 
with the mainsail close-hauled, and the 
centerboard down. By putting together a series of 
tacks, which looks like a big zigzag pattern as you 
go through the water, you can actually get yourself 
upwind of your starting point. Sailors have a saying 
for this: They’ll tell you to “trim your sail so as to 
gain an advantage, even in an adverse wind.” A 
good sailor knows how to take the very wind that 
is trying to blow him backward from his intended 
course, and use it instead to move his boat forward. 
His forward progress might not be fast with all 
those tacks, but it’s steady. There’ll be times in 
your life—there’ll be times in your Scouting 
career—when you’ll encounter an “adverse wind.” 
Everything seems to be moving against your 
intended course. Well, maybe you can’t steer 
straight into the opposing “wind,” but by trying a 
different “tack,” you can find a way to move 
forward. That’s one of the secrets of success in 
Small-Boat Sailing, and it works in real life, too. 
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The District 

Executive’s Minute 
By Erica Audette 

 

The Summer is over and Fall is here, 

and for most of our units…its time 

for Scouting to Kick into FULL 

GEAR!  

  

Many new scouts are joining our 

units, with all of the Round  Ups 

that have been going on across the 

District.  Unit Leaders if you have 

Round Ups planned for October, 

please contact me, so we can get 

flyers made for you. 

 

Popcorn Sales are happening, 

RIGHT NOW!  Keep up all the 

great work selling!  We are having 

an incredible season selling 

Popcorn. 

 

Come to the Next Round Table on 

October 13 to get the word on all the 

exciting things that are happening 

this fall.  Everything from 

WEBELOS Woods to the Shoot Out 

and a new council event called the 

Show N DO! 

 

I would like to welcome our new 

District Commissioner, Leo Cabal.  

Leo is ready to serve our District in 

this position.  Please join me in 

welcoming him to our District Staff. 
 

We celebrated the life of Al De 

Weese, someone who brought 

Scouting to life to many scouts and 

scouters, not only in our District but 

across the Council.  He will be 

missed, but Santa Margarita will 

continue to carry on his Legacy of 

Scouting to the youth in our 

community.   

 

 

Yours in Scouting,  

 

Erica Audette 

District Executive 

 

Erica.Audette@scouting.org 

Office: 619-298-6121, ext 250 

Toll free 866- 437-2272, ext 250 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

The District  

“Thumbs Up” Award 
 

This month Leo Cabal, our 
new District Commissioner, 
gets a big thank you for 
stepping up to the challenge 
and taking on such an 
important job for our 
district. 
 
Leo is a hardworking and 
dedicated Scouter. It will be 
a pleasure to work with him 
in the upcoming months.  
 

 
 
 

Congratulations, Leo! 
 

 

Get fit with help 
from the BL Gym! 
 

 
 

From Boys’ Life – “Strength 

training isn't all about getting 

buff or big or ripped. It's all 

about proper development, 

balance and muscular fitness. 

(If you happen to get buff 

along the way, all the better!)” 

 

Go to: 

 
http://boyslife.org/section/blgym/ 

 

and “Check out the videos 

below, and let BL's personal 

trainers help you develop a 

well-rounded workout plan.” 

 

What a great resource for both 

Scouts and Scouters! 

http://boyslife.org/section/blgym/
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 October 2011     
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

            1 
             Fun with Son at 

Mataguay  
 
OA W4S Conclave 
 
MCAS Miramar 
Air Show 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

 Fun with Son at 
Mataguay  
 
OA W4S Conclave 
 
MCAS Miramar 
Air Show 

       District Meeting 
7pm 

LDS Church, 451 
W. Bobier, Vista 
 
 

   Cub Leader 
Specific Training 
Santa Margarita 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
         District 

Commissioners’ 
Meeting-6pm 

 
Roundtable  

7pm LDS Church, 
451 W. Bobier, 

Vista 
 

Navy 
Birthday 

    

POW WOW– see 
flyer in this issue                                             
 
Aquatic Clinics 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
  
Aquatic Clinics 

      Order of the 
Arrow Meeting  

 
 

    
Geology Day 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            

30 31           
   

 

 
 

Popcorn Sale Ends 
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November 2011 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 4 5 
         District Meeting 7pm 

LDS Church, 451 W. 
Bobier, Vista 

 Webelos Woods  Webelos Woods 
 

Merit Badge 
Roundup – see 
flyer in this issue                                             

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
  

Webelos Woods 
 

Daylight 

Saving Time 

Ends 

        District 
Commissioners’ 

Meeting-6pm 
 

Roundtable and 
Life to Eagle Training 
7pm LDS Church, 451 

W. Bobier, Vista 
 

Marine Corps 

Birthday 

  
 
Outdoor Skills 
Training – See flyer 
 
Scout Office 
Closed 

 Outdoor Skills 
Training – See 
flyer in this issue 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
         Order of the Arrow 

Meeting  
 
 
Eagle Boards of Review 

    
Turkey Shoot @ 
MSR – See flyer in 
this issue 
 
Popcorn 
Distribution 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

  
Turkey Shoot @ 
MSR – See flyer in 
this issue 

      

  
Scout Office Closed 

  
Scout Office 
Closed 

  
Scout Office 
Closed 

27 28 29 30       
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       Introduction to Outdoor Leader Skills (IOLS)/ 

Webelos Leader Outdoor Training (WLOT) 
 

  Hey, Scout leaders, are you trained yet? Well, it’s still not too late!!  Come join the Santa 

Margarita District Training Team for a fun-filled, overnight training campout. Learn useful 

skills, meet new friends, & enjoy great Scouting fellowship. All registered Scouters are 

welcome and encouraged to attend.  

 
WHEN:  11 & 12 November 2011, Friday, 6:00 pm, to Saturday, 4:00 pm.  

 

WHERE:  Location will be announced at a later date.    

 

WHY: This course is required for all Scoutmasters and Assistant Scoutmasters to earn their “Trained” 

certification. Webelos Leaders need the training to take their dens camping. 

 

HOW:  You must register by 4 November. The cost is $25.00.  NOTE: Please register early. This course 

will not be held if there are less than ten registered participants on 4 November!!!! 

 

WHAT TO DO: Participants should arrive not later than 6:00 pm, Friday, 11 November. Wear your 

“complete” Scouter uniform including neckerchief and slide. 

 

WHAT TO BRING: Use the equipment checklists found in Chapters 8 & 9 of the BSA Scout Handbook 

including flashlight, tent & sleeping bag.  Bring your BSA and Leader (S/M or Cub) handbooks. Bring a 

Scout (Silva-style) basic compass if you have one. And for your comfort, bring a folding chair.   

 

MEALS:  All meals will be provided by the training staff with the cheerful assistance of the course 

participants.    

     

POINT OF CONTACT: Frank Kebelman, Training Chair, Santa Margarita District, SDIC.  Email: 

Kebelman@gmail.com. Cell phone: 760.519.1139.   
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

                       Santa Margarita District Training:  IOLS Course, 11 & 12 November 2011. 

 

Name:________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:_______________________________________________________________________ 

District:_____________________________________  Unit:______________________________ 

Phone: _____________________________  Email: ____________________________________    

Amount Enclosed:___________________   

Make checks payable to: BSA, San Diego-Imperial Council (Acct: 1-6801-333-20) 

Credit Card #:________________________     CCV # (3 digit #)___________________________ 

Name on Card:_______________________________  Expiration date:____________________ 

Special medical or dietary needs:__________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Mail reservation to:   San Diego-Imperial Council (Attn: Santa Margarita District Training), 1207 Upas 

Street, San Diego, CA 92103.  All participants should also contact Frank Kebelman directly at 

Kebelman@gmail.com (760-519-1139) to confirm course details/receive current updates.   

mailto:Kebelman@gmail.com
mailto:Kebelman@gmail.com
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Meet Some of Our District Staff 
 

 
Santa Margarita District Chair 

Dr. Kevin Chalk 
k2thdoc@aol.com 

760-470-1076 
 
 

    
              District Executive                                     Finance Chair                                      Training Chair  
                  Erica Audette                                            T.G. Vallas                                        Frank Kebelman             
       Erica.Audette@scouting.org                       tvallas@aol.com                           Kebelman@gmail.com                     
     Office: 619-298-6121, ext 250                                                                                      760-519-1139 
   Toll free 866- 437-2272, ext 250 
 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Erica.Audette@scouting.org
mailto:tvallas@aol.com
mailto:Kebelman@gmail.com
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         Venturing Forum Advisor                      Advancement Chair                                 ADC Fallbrook 
                 Eric Gemmell                                          Jim Frederick                                          Jared Minard 
        reccos35@yahoo.com                  jlfrederick@pestcontrollaw.com           jkvehicleelectrics@yahoo.com 

 

 

 
 

    

  Sharon Baker                               Mac McAndrew 
                                         Popcorn Extraordinaire                 Commissioner Emeritus 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:jkvehicleelectrics@yahoo.com
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            Bitani Chapter Advisor                      Head Eagle Counselor                          Membership Chair       
                    Steve Saylor                                        Tedd Theodore                                    Walt Treadwell 
                 760-941-4304                                       760-917- 2553                            walter@santourian.com 
          lds_usn_bsa@yahoo.com                     tedtheodor@aol.com 
 

 

       
                                      District Webmaster                                  Activities and Civic Service Chair 
                                              Jon Studer                                                             Scott Shimmin 
                            Webmaster@smscouting.org                                     sshimmin@mac.com 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

      

       
 

 

mailto:lds_usn_bsa@yahoo.com
mailto:tedtheodor@aol.com
mailto:sshimmin@mac.com
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 Catholic Religious Emblem Training! 

     
 
 

       
 

Recently, a training was held for those interested in leading scouts in earning their Catholic 

Boy Scout Religious Awards. We have energetic leaders wanting to help your son earn his 

religious award – you can find their contact info on the next page. Below is a listing of the 

four different religious emblems he can earn depending on his age – two as a Cub Scout and 

two that can be earned as a Boy  Scout. From the National Catholic Committee on Scouting, 

“Scouts are encouraged to earn all 4 emblems while they are on their Scouting and faith 

journeys.” 

 
Light of Christ - Designed for 6-7 years old Cub Scouts  

Parvuli Dei - Designed for 8-10 years old Cub Scouts 

Ad Altare Dei - Designed for 13-14 years old Boy Scouts 

Pope Pius XII - Designed for Venturing Crew Members and Boy Scouts 15 

years old and older.  

javascript:sendMe(%22Youth-Religious%20Emblems-Light%20of%20Christ%22)
javascript:sendMe(%22Youth-Religious%20Emblems-Parvuli%20Dei%22)
javascript:sendMe(%22Youth-Religious%20Emblems-Ad%20Altare%20Dei%22)
javascript:sendMe(%22Youth-Religious%20Emblems-Pope%20Pius%20XII%22)
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Does your son want to earn his Catholic Religious Emblem? 

 
To get started, you or your son will need to contact a Religious Emblem Coordinator. Here are the current 

counselors from our district. If your parish is not listed, your son can work with any of these counselors.  

 

Light of Christ  

Parvuli Dei  
 

Pam Dixon 760-757-4762 – Mission San Luis Rey, Oceanside 

Benjamin Russel 760-473-9213 – Mission San Luis Rey, Oceanside 

Marianna Gandolfo 760-518-5817 – St. Francis of Assisi, Vista 

Richard Gandolfo 760-803-2411 - St. Francis of Assisi, Vista 

 

 

Ad Altare Dei  
 

Elizabeth Russel 760-518-7971- St. Francis of Assisi, Vista 

Rosemary Calvo 760-510-1271- St. Francis of Assisi, Vista 

Ernesto Fermin 760-599-1020 – St. Thomas Moore, Oceanside/ St. Francis of Assisi, Vista 

Frank Brophy 760-724-2125– Mission San Luis Rey, Oceanside 

Pam Dixon 760-757-4762 – Mission San Luis Rey, Oceanside 

 

 

Pope Pius XII  
 

Tony Kyamko-Yap 760-726-4035 – St. Francis of Assisi, Vista 

 

   

javascript:sendMe(%22Youth-Religious%20Emblems-Light%20of%20Christ%22)
javascript:sendMe(%22Youth-Religious%20Emblems-Parvuli%20Dei%22)
javascript:sendMe(%22Youth-Religious%20Emblems-Ad%20Altare%20Dei%22)
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          Venturing Crew 702 

         Takes on Zion!  
 
 
 

                   
 
 
 

                       
 
 

                   
 

M
es

se
n
ge

r 
fo

r 
S
co

u
ts

! 

Look how much fun you can have in the Venturing Program! Crew Advisor Eric 

Gemmell led his group on a recent trip to Zion National Park and the Narrows. They 

report that many times during the trip the water was up to their waists. During a few 

points on their hike the water was over their heads and they had to swim with their 

backpacks on. It was quite an adventure. If you are interested in joining a Venturing 

Unit, contact Eric Gemmel at reccos35@yahoo.com. 
            

For more information on Zion National Park go to:  http://www.zionnational-park.com/zion-narrows.htm 
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2011 Boys’ Life Reading Contest 
 

Scouts can enter a one-page (500 words or less) report titled “The Best Book I Read This Year” to the 

Boys Life Magazine. All that enter receive a patch. Prizes are awarded at different age levels with winners 

receiving a gift certificate good for merchandise in the Boy Scout official retail catalog. Entries must be 

received by 12/31/2011. 

 

For more info go to: 

 

http://boyslife.org/home/1053/enter-the-boys-life-reading-contest/ 
 

K-12 Students – Your Chance to Win an IPAD! 
 

 

Here is a cool opportunity for your scouts to win an IPAD! Submit poster 

entries to the Council Service Center (NOT to Heidi as listed in the flyer on the 

next page) by close of business October 10 and we will choose three for 

submission to the event organizers. 

 

 

From Mary Bostwick 

BSA Activities & Civic Service Committee Chair 

(858) 349-6961 
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Troop 712 Cleans the Creek! 

 
Troop 712 participated in the 11

th
 annual Buena Vista Creek Cleanup Saturday behind Kohl's, near the little 

known Oceanside waterfall. 

 
 

in the photo: 

front row left to right, Gregory, Quincy, Garrett, Caleb, Gavin, Connor 

back row left to right, ASM New Scout patrol Darrin McPherson, Committee Adv chair Paul Peters, SPL 

Ethan, ASPL, Kevin, Sterling, Johnathan, ASM Program Martin Smith, and Scoutmaster Jon Studer 
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Merit Badge Roundup 
Saturday November 5th, 2011 

LDS Church, 451 W. Bobier, Vista 
 

 The Counselors will be getting me their list of prerequisites as soon as possible, but many of the 

prerequisites are obvious and you can start to work on them right away if you want. You  can go to 

www.meritbadge.com to look up the basic requirements for any badge you are interested in.   

 

Scouts, please print out and bring with you the worksheets for the Merit Badges you intend to achieve.  

Please work on the prerequisites (to follow soon, or you can figure it out easily before then), fill out the 

worksheets, and know your stuff...Be Prepared.  We will not have many worksheets available on the day 

of...except maybe for Railroading.  If you do not come with your prerequisites filled out on your worksheets, 

you probably are not ready to pass off the merit badge.  

 

Schedule:  

9-9:30  Counselors show up to set up their rooms 

9-9:50  Scouts show up to sign up for Badges 

9:55  Opening prayer in Gym 

10:00-11:45  Session 1 

11:45-12:15 Lunch   

12:15-2:00  Session 2  
 

*it may be possible/probable that some scouts will still be passing off requirements and having their blue-cards signed by the 

counselors after 2pm. 

 

Merit Badges Offered:  
1. First Aid - Bruce George (both sessions required) 

2. Citizenship in the World - Bryce Hall 

3. Camping - Craig Riddle 

4. Computers - Eric Gemmell (morning session only unless many scouts want to take in afternoon) 

5. Photography - Julie George (one session only?? TBD) 

6. Railroading - Tim Baker - no prerequisites.   

 

Looking for Merit Badge Counselors for the following: 
7. Music 

8. Fingerprinting 

 

If you would like more information or are a Merit Badge Counselor and would like to sign 

up, contact Jim Frederick at jlfrederick@pestcontrollaw.com 

http://www.meritbadge.com/
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National Outdoor Awards! 

 

 
 

Do you enjoy camping under the stars, rafting a whitewater river, or hitting the trail 
afoot, on a bike, or even on a horse? Can you pitch a tent, find your way, and bandage an 
ankle using only materials in your pack? Are you prepared to do any of these in rain, 
snow, sleet, or heat? If so, the National Outdoor Awards are for you. There is nothing 
virtual about these awards—you can earn them only by demonstrating both knowledge 
and experience in the outdoors. So, if you are a Boy Scout or Varsity Scout and think you 
are tough and disciplined enough to hike or ride the miles, camp the nights, and run the 
rivers or lakes, then read on and see if the National Outdoor badges or possibly the 
National Medal for Outdoor Achievement could be for you! 

National Outdoor Badges for Camping, Hiking, Aquatics, Riding, and Adventure 

Now when a Scout excels in outdoor participation, there are new awards to show for it! 
This program, conceived by the National Camping Task Force of the BSA®, includes a 
series of five badges designed to recognize a Boy Scout or Varsity Scout who has 
exemplary knowledge and experience in performing high-level outdoor activities. 

The award consists of five emblem segments positioned around the perimeter of a 
beautiful center emblem. All are embroidered in full color. The segments represent five 
areas of emphasis: Riding, Hiking, Camping, Aquatics, and Adventure, with rigorous 
requirements to earn each segment. The center emblem features an outdoor scene with 
fleur-de-lis and the words "National Outdoor Awards". 

For requirements and application for awards go to: 

http://www.scouting.org/scoutsource/BoyScouts/Youth/Awards/NOA.aspx 



Santa Margarita District 33 

              Congratulations to Our Newest Eagle Scouts! 
 

                                                                     
                 Tavish Smith, Crew 711                                  Abram Venturi, Crew 716 

                                       Unit Leader: Craig Porter                                 Unit Leader: Paul Jacinto 

                     

                     

                    

.                             .  

 

 

                                                   
                     Kody Panacek, Crew 732 

                      Unit Leader: Marty Montgomery 
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District Life to Eagle Training 

LAST TRAINING OF 2011! 

For Life Scouts, Parents, and Unit Leaders 

 

Thursday, November 10, 2011, 7:00 pm 
 

All trainings are held at the Bobier LDS Stake Center, 451 West Bobier Drive, Vista, Ca 92083. 

  
To ensure receiving training materials, you must RSVP to: northcountyeagles@hotmail.com 

 

Learn how to: Locate an Eagle Project Counselor,  successfully complete the Eagle Scout Leadership 

Service Project Workbook and Eagle application, choose an appropriate project, and more! 

 

 
Life to Eagle Training 

 

Recently, our district held its Life to Eagle Training. This training is geared for Life 

Scouts that are ready to start working on their Eagle rank. It helps them learn the 

process, get their project started, and complete the Eagle workbook. 

 

 

Congratulations to the following scouts for completing the training: 
 

Christopher S. – Troop 709 

Carlo A. – Troop 744 

Kyle S. – Troop 744 

Michael Z. – Troop 755 

Kraig H. – Troop 788 

mailto:northcountyeagles@hotmail.com
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Mark Your Calendar! 
 

2012 Eagle Dinner 
 
 

Tuesday-April 17, 2012 
 
 

For the Eagle Class of 2011 

 
 

More details coming in early 2012. All Eagle Scouts that 

earned their Eagle Rank in 2011 are invited. 


